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STATE AUDIT: 
STORM PAYMENT 
DELAYS RAMPANT 


Citing “preventable delays,” 
a routine audit last month 
from the inspector general 
in Florida's Division of Emer- 
gency Management found 
Gov. Rick Scott's disaster 
management agency 
repeatedly violated federal 
requirements for paying cit- 
ies, counties, school districts 
and hospitals for the cost of 
recovery from past floods, 
tornadoes and hurricanes. 
Local, 1B 


Irate Trump blasts 
Russia probe focus 


With the first charges in spe- 
cial counsel Robert Muel- 
ler’s Russia election interfer- 
ence investigation report- 
edly set for today, President 
Donald Trump sends a flurry 
of tweets saying the real 
story is Hillary Clinton’s ties 
to a 2010 uranium deal, her 
emails and the actions of 
former FBI director James 
Comey, whom Trump fired 
in May. Nation, 2A 


For Dutch master, 
show’s the thing 


Dutch conductor André 
Rieu brings his spectacle 

to Amalie Arena, where he 
will conduct the Johann 
Strauss Orchestra in famous 
film and Broadway scores, 
operatic arias and waltzes. 
Critics have called Rieu sen- 
timental, even saccharine, a 
musician who has watered 
down great music until it is 
palatable for the masses. He 
has cried all the way to the 
bank. Etc, 2B 


Bolts return to site 
where fire was lit 


In the season’s second 
game, the Panthers beat 
the Lightning in Sunrise and 
helped them step up the 
effort that has led Tampa 
Bay to the top of the Atlantic 
Division. Sports, 1C 


» 
Bright sunshine 
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More, back page of Sports 


» 
New-look All Eyes 


Z oà Inour redesigned 
T, All Eyes photo gal- 
lery, you can find the 
day's top photo, the week’s 
best images and collections 


of photos from news events. 
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BY MATT BAKER 
Times Staff Writer 

GAINESVILLE — Although 
a stunning, six-day spiral ulti- 
mately led football coach Jim 
McElwain and the University of 
Florida to mutually part ways 
Sunday, McElwain’s 2%-year 
tenure was doomed from his first 
day on the job. 

When then-athletic director 
Jeremy Foley introduced him as 
the Gators’ head football coach in 


December 2014, the first thing he 
mentioned was McElwain’s “spe- 
cial” track record on offense. 

Foley knew the program 
needed after a change from the 
low-scoring doldrums of the Will 
Muschamp era. It needed points. 
It needed excitement. It needed 
fun. 

McElwain disagreed. 

“Tt isn’t just offense,” McEl- 
wain said then. “It isn’t just 
defense, and it isn’t just spe- 


Fennelly’s take: McElwain’s departure presents an entertaining idea on his replacement. 1C 


UF divorces hea 


After weeks of tension and a heavy loss to Georgia, 
Florida seeks a better fit to bring back the fun. 


cial teams. How do those work 
together cohesively to help you 
win the ballgame? That’s really 
what we're here to do.” 

McElwain didn’t do enough of 
that. His 22-12 record includes 
two double-digit defeats in 
the SEC title game and an 
0-2 record against rival Florida 
State. It ended after Saturday’s 
42-7 embarrassment to Georgia 
dropped the Gators to 3-4 for the 
» See UF, 11A 


Florida Gators head coach Jim McElwain addresses a news 


conference after Saturday’s 42-7 loss to the Georgia Bulldogs. 
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LUIS SANTANA | Times 


Bon Jovi performs at a Nov. 5 voter rally attended by then-Democratic vice presidential candidate Sen. Tim Kaine. Fire 
code violations date prior to this, the State Theatre’s highest-profile event ever. At top, patrons gather on Sunday. 


Amid violations, the St. Petersburg concert venue struggles 
to keep shows. Inspectors cut its capacity from 705 to 431. 


BY JAY CRIDLIN 
Times Pop Music/Culture Critic 
ST. PETERSBURG 
endra Marolf stood outside the 
State Theatre with a roll of $20 
bills. More than 400 people had 
tickets to the rock show inside. 
The day before the concert, 
a St. Petersburg fire marshal 
inspector surveyed recent repairs and 
renovations. It was part of an ongoing 
attempt to rectify 30 fire code violations 


the past year. 


uncovered at the historic venue within 


The violations — outdated sprinkler 
and alarm systems, inadequate handrails 
and emergency lights, noncompliant 
doors and exit lights and a green room 
riddled with electrical and access issues 
— stretched back prior to a high-profile 
voter rally with Sen. Tim Kaine and Jon 
Bon Jovi just before the 2016 election. 
Many persisted as the venue hosted doz- 
ens more events throughout 2017. 


Marolf, the State’s general manager, 
thought that after weeks of work and 
two prior inspections, the club was in 
the clear. Instead, the inspector issued 
the State a slashed crowd capacity of less 
than 400 — well below the venue’s nor- 
mal limit of 705. Instantly, the Sept. 23 
Lynch Mob show was oversold. 

“We offered to pay for additional fire 
watch,” Marolf said, meaning extra public 
safety officials at each exit. The city said 
no. “So just to make it right for the fans, 
anyone that was still left outside that 
wasn’t able to redeem their ticket, we 
refunded them cash on the spot.” 

» See STATE, 11A 


FEMA says it had no part in granting a $300 million post-Maria contract. 


Washington Post 

More than a month after Hur- 
ricane Maria struck Puerto Rico 
and ravaged its electrical grid, 
most of the island remains with- 
out power. Candles and flash- 
lights serve as lighting, and for 
many, canned food has become a 
staple. 

Residents want to know when 
power will be restored, but prog- 


ress has been slow. 

As the recovery plods forward, 
a small company from Montana 
that was awarded a contract of 
up to $300 million to rebuild 
part of the island’s electrical 
infrastructure has come under 
intense scrutiny. 

The Federal Emergency Man- 
agement Agency on Friday 
expressed “significant concerns” 


about how the company, White- 
fish Energy, won the contract. 

On Sunday, the future of the 
contract took yet another twist 
when Gov. Ricardo Rosselló 
said he was asking the board of 
the island’s power authority to 
“immediately” cancel its contract 
with Whitefish, which is based in 
the hometown of Interior Secre- 
» See PUERTO RICO, 11A 


Associated Press 
Whitefish Energy employees work on power lines damaged by 
Hurricane Maria in Barceloneta, Puerto Rico. 


Epilogue 
Caesar J. Civitella 


A hero 
behind 
enemy 
lines 


Starting in World 
War II, he became 
a legend in special 
operations. 


BY HOWARD ALTMAN 
Times Staff Writer 
ST. PETERSBURG — Goia 
Palmerio, a devout Catholic, 
remembers her father chiding 
her piety. 
“How can 
you believe 
in God?” 
Palmerio 
recalls Cae- 
sar Civitella 


asking in his 

gruff, grav- 

elly voice. Caesar 

“If you saw Civitella, 

a quarter 94, of St. 
of the stuff Petersburg 
I have seen died Oct. 25. 
in my life, 


you would not believe there is 
a God.” 

Mr. Civitella, a resident of 
St. Petersburg, died Oct. 25 
apparently of a heart attack. 
He was 94. During his many 
years on earth, he saw things 
that most people would only 
see in a movie. 

He grew up in a tough Phil- 
adelphia neighborhood, got 
into trouble at a local boys’ 
school and joined the Army. 
He served with the Office 
of Strategic Services during 
World War II and helped cap- 
ture thousands of Nazis for 
the CIA forerunner. He later 
joined the Army and became 
one of the first Green Beret 
instructors, teaching future 
special forces soldiers the 
art of guerilla warfare. Then 
he joined the CIA and came 
up with a creative attempt at 
stopping the North Vietnam- 
ese from traveling the Ho Chi 
Minh trail. 

A legend in the special oper- 
ations and intelligence com- 
munities, Mr. Civitella was 
honored by U.S. Special Oper- 
ations Command, the CIA and 
the OSS Society. Of the origi- 
nal 13,000 OSS members, Civi- 
tella was one of just about 100 
still alive, said Charles Pinck, 
president of the OSS Society. 

“OSS founder Gen. William 
Donovan said the OSS Opera- 
tional Groups, predecessor to 
the Green Berets, performed 
some of the bravest acts of the 
war,” Pinck said. “That’s how 
I will remember Caesar Civi- 
tella? 

» See EPILOGUE, 9A 


